NCRBC Adult Bible Class 17

Title: How the Church is Governed (3)
Purpose: To convince the hearers as to how the church is governed.

Introduction
Right at the top of the authority structure that governs the church we have Christ, the head of the church, who is now in heaven. Then we have the Holy Spirit who is Christ’s vicar on earth. In terms of human agency we have the Apostolate who ruled over the churches.  Then next in line we have the...

IV.
THE PROPHETS
A.
1Cor 12:28 (READ). This issue of the prophets is again an issue where many are not clear and are quite confused. Therefore, we need to consider this issue.

B.
The Existence of False Prophets

1.
Even in the Old Testament, there were many false prophets even among the Old Covenant community.

a.
Jer 14:14 (READ) - These so-called prophets were just deceiving themselves. They did not really receive a word from God. What they were saying were just really the product of the deception of their own minds.

b.
Jer 23:16 (READ) - Whatever “prophecy” these supposed prophets prophesy does not really come from the Lord. The visions they claim to have were really just the result of their own fertile imagination. They really were not God’s revelation.

c.
Ezek 13:1-3, 6-9 (READ) - These supposed prophets were really self-deceived. For as to their supposed “prophesies”, they really hoped for their fulfillment. But these supposed prophets were really just following their own hearts. They have not really received a revelation from God.

2.
And even before the completion of the Bible, during the apostolic era, false prophets arouse amongst God’s people—1Jn 4:1 (READ).

C.
The Test of a True Prophet - Two tests rooted in Old Testament

1.
Infallibility
a.
Deut 18:9-22 (READ- “thing” singular) 

b.
Why did God give such a difficult test? In order to avoid confusion and uncertainty. Because God’s word spoken through the prophet is binding to the people –v. 19 (READ). 

c.
If this is the Old Testament test, why should the New Testament test, as some suggest, be less exacting? 

2.
Consistency 

a.
Deut 13:1-5 (READ) - Even if a supposed revelation from God which a so-called prophet spoke does come true, another test had to be applied. Does the suppose prophet counsel rebellion against God’s written revelation given through Moses? If a supposed prophet does, then he is to be rejected as a prophet.

b.
Paul echoes the same test in 1Cor 14:34-38 (READ). 

3.
If we are to apply these tests today, they would empty all churches of supposed prophets! For all that I know are really like the false prophets of the Old Testament! 
D.
The Relevance of the New Testament Prophets

1.
Does it mean then that we have no more New Testament prophets today? Yes we do. We do not have living New Testament prophets but we still have the essential content of their revelations preserve to us in the New Testament Scriptures. 

2.
Thus the role of the prophets, although subordinate to the apostles, are similar to the apostles. Hence, we are told that the church is built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Himself being the cornerstone (Eph 2:20). 

V.
PASTORS/TEACHERS 

Read: 1Cor 12:28; Eph 4:11

A.
The Identity of Pastors/Teachers
Who are these pastors/teachers? They are the officers of local churches, and various terms are used to designate this one office. 

Acts 20:17, 28 (READ). Note that here the “elders” are also called “overseers” and they are  “to shepherd or pastor the church of God”. So the elders are also overseers and they are also pastors. Cf 
1Pet 5:1-4 (READ).

B.
The Qualification of Pastors/Teachers. 
1.
Not all who desire should become elders/overseers. 

2.
The Holy Spirit through the apostles gave the qualifications— 1Tim 3:1-7; Tit 1:5-9 (READ). 

C.
The Plurality and Particularity of Pastors/Teachers: 
It must be emphasize that in one church there should be a plurality of elders. These elders are elders only of the churches they particularly belong— Act 20:17, 28; Act 14:23 (READ).

D.
The Helpers of Pastors/Teachers: Deacons
1.
Phil 1:1 (READ). 

2.
The Qualification of Deacons: 1Tim 3:8f.

3.
Perhaps the reason why this office is not mention in 1Cor 12:28 and Eph 4:11 is because it is not a ruling but serving office.

 Conclusion

1.
The authority structure of the universal church during and after the apostolic era is still essentially the same. Christ, who is in heaven, is still the Head of the Church. The Holy Spirit, who has been sent, is Christ’s Vicar on earth. In terms of human agents, we are still under the rule of the apostles and prophets whose teachings have now been summarized, comprehended, preserved, and universally publish in our completed Bibles. At the local church level, churches are still ruled by elders or pastors or teachers.  The only real difference now is that we do not have living Apostles (and their 


delegates) and prophets. 

See diagram below.

 [image: image1.png]-Nv— Chrit-the

Heaven

e Christ-the

Head S Head
Earh
Holy Spirt [ Holy Spirit
oT—0gR |:| 0
il
i pustu\ate o] T

Y

TEachEvs/E\—
ders/Pastors

Locel Church Universal Church

Apostalic Era

OO0 000 O e el

ders/Pastors
Universal Church
Local Church

Post- Apostolic Era




2..
It is Christ who saves and not the church. Therefore, our trust must be in Christ and Christ alone for salvation. However, the church is also important. For it plays a vital role the world and in a believer’s life.

